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from cuttings without taking any precaution to

avoid contact with the sap, yet never experienced

any ill-effects. II". T.

Rosa alba. — A no', unu-ual denizen of old

cottage gardens in the South of Scotland is the

old Rosa alba, the flowers of which for a long

period possessed a peculiar significance to a large

section of the population, not in Scotland only,

but also in parts of England. It was known as

Prince Charlie's Rose, and also the Jacobite

Rose, and was worn on June 10, the birth-

day of the Old Pretender, Prince Charles

father. An old specimen of this Rose, with a

historical association, was still in existence a few

years ago in The Grange Shrubbery, Edinburgh,

the Prince, when passing through Edinburgh in

1745, having been presented with a Rose from this

particular bush by one of the daughters of the

Dick family, who, at that period, possessed the

estate. The double form of Rosa a ba was also

used, and when neither was available a flower

of the Guelder Rose was substituted. There is

a very curious mistake in connection with this

Rose; at least, it has some connection with it.

Burnet tells us the " pretended " prince was born

on Sundav, June 10, but a street ballad, tempus

George L, names Monday as the day of his

birth :—
" Of all the days that in the year

I dear'.y love but one day

;

That day' it is the tenth of June,

Which happened on a Monday.

In my best clothes with my white rose,

I'll drink a health to J—m—e," etc.

Folk and Plant Lore names the white Provins

as that which the Jacobites wore, but on

what authority is not stated. R. P. Brothcrston.

The National Tulip Show.-Permit me io

say that the notice in your issue of May 31,

1913, re the Royal National Tulip Show at Chel-

sea was a little misleading. The growers of the

Florist Tulip are a very small body, and no one

ever expected what the public would call a big

show. Those who entered the Tulip tent saw,

however, one of the very best "twelves" that

have ever been staged in London. Mr. C. W.
Needham had a superb lot, which by their

quality amply atoned for any shortage of com-

petitors. Another feature was the presence of

several new rectified seedlings raised by Mr. A.

D. Hall and then exhibited for the first time.

The Tulip cult is not dead yet. I hope to see to-

morrow (June 2) the seventy-eighth annual Show
of the Wakefield Amateur Tulip Society, and
I have been told by those who know that I shall

6©e a wonderful sight with many quaint old-time

features, which I can imagine will harmonise

well with the spirit of that least mercantile of

flowers, "the Florist's Tulip." Joseph Jacob.

Silver Leaf Disease. — I notice a statement

(p. 45) in the annual report (Part II.) of the In-

telligence Division of the Board of Agriculture to

the effect that it is doubtful whether silver leaf

disease is invariably and eolely due to the fungus

Stereum purpureuni. I would venture to ex-

press the opinion that statements of this kind
implying new observations should be accom-
panied by the evidence or by a reference to the

place in which the evidence may be found. I do
not recollect that either Percival or Pickering

have put forward this view, but of course it

may be that my memory is at fault. In any
case there is nothing in the text to indicate who
is responsible for the statement. It is a fact

familiar to students of science that the degree

of credence to be attached to a published ob-

servation depends on the repute of the author,

and it would be useful if the Board could see

its way to indicate briefly the names of those

who supply the more important pieces of scien-

tific information which it uses in its Report.
Student.

Fruit Prospects in Blairgowrie.— If the

weather remains r.s at present there is every

prospect of good crops on small fruit trees. The
season for Strawberries and Raspberries is about

a fortnight later than usual, so late frosts are

not likely to do any da-nage. Both crops look

particularly healthy, and they should find a ready

market, since the fruits will ripen considerably

after southern supplies. Gooseberry and
Currant bushes are already laden, and if there is

no frost they will furnish good crops. The
blossoms on the Plum and Pear trees have suf-

fered severely from recent hailstorms and cold

winds, especially those in an exposed position.

(July on south walls can a really satisfactory

crop be expected. It is too early to form an

opinion of the Apple crop, but judging from the

abundance of blossom and the present favourable

weather, one would feel inclined to predict a

good supply of these fruits. Jas. Bethel, The

Grange Gardens, Monifieth, N.B.

Early Cabbages (see p. 365).— Mr. Cook's

success with early Cabbages in warm Sussex is

evidently not so good as in cold, bleak Hind-

head, where the soil is practically all sand. In

the second week of August last 1 made a sowing

of Sutton's Flower of Spring variety, and not

having the room in the autumn I was obliged to

defer transplanting until March At the time

of preparing the ground I could not obtain

animal manure, but the land was dug thoroughly

twice in winter, and then dusted with slaked

lime. It was allowed to remain undisturbed

until the end of February, when a good dressing

of wood ashes was applied, the soil forked, and
a top dressing of superphosphate applied at the

rate of 2 ozs. per square yard. The plants were
put out at the beginning of March, and when
well established the roots received light dressings

of nitrate of soda on frequent occasions. The
first heads were cut on May 24 ; the Cabbages
were well formed, of good size, and very tender.

They were much better than Wheeler's Imperial,

which I grew the two previous seasons in land
dressed with good stable manure. The plot used
this season was occupied last summer with
legumes. C. Harris, Corona, Grayshott,
Surrey.

The R.H.S. Criticised.—Your reply to the

criticisms of the R.H.S. which lately ap-

peared in the columns of the Times makes very
interesting reading and fairly represents the

position of the Society from an educational

standpoint at the present time. I have been a

Fellow of this Society for a number of years,

and have watched it struggling under difficul-

ties until within comparatively recent times,

when it has become a rich and powerful body.

Without going into details, it has done good work
in the past, and is in a position to do much more
useful work in the future. There are many who
state that it favours the commercial side of

the question too much, and visits to its numer-

ous shows certainly seem to confirm this state-

ment ; but commercial horticulture represents

a great and important industry, and the R.H.S.

is acting rightly in promoting its interests in

every possible wav. How do we stand, now, in

other respects ? In comparison with other in-

dustries is horticulture making such rapid

strides as it ought to do in the educational

world ? Emphatically no. How this can be

remedied should become a matter for serious con-

sideration. Horticulture is a very wide sub-

let t. and there i6 much scientific and re-

search work which can b^-usefullv undertaken,

and the horticultural public is asking for it, as

is shown by recent criticisms. Whether the

R.H.S. or any other organisation is the bodv
most capable of undertaking this work is

another matter for careful deliberation. I very

much favour the R.H.S., and your suggestion

that an advisory committee should be called into

existence to take up this matter. There will

be- obstacles to overcome other thin that of

finance. Gradually during recent years, and up
to the present time, horticulture is becoming
more and more absorbed by the Royal
Agricultural Society, which, from the

character of its organisation, mainlv directs

its effort* to the general well-being of

its own particular indaistry, only toler-

ating horticulture as a less important or
in many cases a somewhat insignificant subject.

The name horticulture is also omitted as con-

stituting a special industry in the great coun-
cils of the nation. The horticultural public have
been greatly to blame for this. Thev have been
too apathetic; perhaps they have been hoping
that such a rich and powerful body i"> the

R.H.S. would champion their cause. Horti-

culture must have scope ; it must he re-

cognised as a special industry in its aims
and objects in the great councils of the
nation, quite distinct from its great sister

society, but working in co-operation and
in conjunction with it. Until this is done

special scientific and research work in horticul-

ture will be greatly hindered and hampered, and
even the great and rich R.H.S. will lose much of

its power and prestige. Alfred Gaut, The
University, Leeds.

SOCIETIES
ROYAL HORTICULTURAL.

June 3.—On the occasion of the fortnightly

meeting on Tuesday last, in the Society's hall,

Vincent Square, Westminster, the building was
well filled, including the two annexes, with floral

displays. There was only one exhibit before the

Fruit and Vegetable Committee, and this body
made no award to any novelty.

The exhibits of Orchids were remarkably
good, and a very fine group was shown by
Mr. H. 'S. Goodson, who gained a Gold Medal.
The Orchid Committee granted three Awards
of Merit, two Cultural Commendations, and one
Certificate of Appreciation.
The exhibits before the Floral Committee

included Sweet Peas, Antirrhinums, Roses,
Gloxinias, Ferns, Carnations, Cannas, Schiz-
anthuses, Pelargoniums and hardy plants,

including Alpines. The FloraP Committee
recommended eight Awards of Merit and
one Cultural Commendation, which was
given for the magnificent specimen of Saxifraga
longifolia illustrated in fig. 166.

At the three o'clock meeting in the lecture-

room Professor 0. V. Muller, of Elphinstone
College, Bombay, gave a lecture on " The Wild
Flowers of Mahabaleshwar, India." The lecture

was illustrated by water-colour drawings by
Mrs. Muller.

Floral Committee.

Present: H. B. May, Esq. (in the chair),

Messrs. W. J. Bean, E. H. Jenkins, W. J.

James, W. P. Thomson, Chas. E. Shea, Chas.
Dixon, George Paul, James Hudson, John
Green, John Dickson, J. W. Moorman, Chas.
Blick, W. Howe, Thos. Stevenson, B. Crisp,

W. Cuthbertson, R. C. Notcutt, Chas. T. Druery,

E. A. Bowles, W. A. Bilney, W. B. Cranfield,

R. W. Wallace, C. R. Fielder, John Jennings
J. F. McLeod, A. Watkins, J. W. Barr, F.

Page Roberts, Ed. Mawley, and R. Hooper
PeaTson.

Messrs. Dobbte & Co., Edinburgh, showed
a very attractive exhibit in the floral section

in their group of Sweet Peas and Antirrhinums.
This exhibit was arranged with excellent taste,

the blooms showing well against a background
of dark velvet. The Sweet Peas included such
sterling sorts as Lavender George Herbert,

Dobbie's Cream, Dobbie's Scarlet, Mrs.
MTlwrick (mauve and blue), King White,
Ruby Palmer (rich ruby-red), and Thomas
Stevenson (orange-scarlet). It was difficult

to determine which to admire most, the

Sweet Peas or the Antirrhinums, for never have
we seen better spikes of these latter flowers.

Cottage Maid (rose and white), Carmine Queen
Dobbie's Scarlet, Golden Morn, Golden Queen,

White Queen, Crimson King, Moonlight (apricot

yellow) and Brilliant (carmine) may be men-

tioned as some of the best varieties. (Silver-

Gilt Flora Medal.)
Messrs. W. Cutbush & Son, Highgate, filled a

table with dwarf Polyantha Roses, Carnations

and a few select Alpines. The Roses were
flowering superbly, the plants being excellent

specimens; the varieties Joan of Arc (white).

Jessie, White Dorothy, Erna Teschendorff and

Dorothv Perkins were conspicuously good. The
Carnations included the new variety Lady
Ingestre, of pale pink colour. Some fine spikes

of Watsonia Ardernei and uncommon Lilies

found a place in this interesting exhibit, for

Which a Silver Banksian Medal was awarded.
Messrs. James Veitch & Sons, Ltd., King's

Road, Chelsea, filled two large tables, facing each

other, with miscellaneous flowering plants, and,

as a- .separate exhibit, a group of standard

Fuchsias with a ground of the bright yellow

Calceolaria Clibranii ; clump6 of Anchusas and
species of Primulas. The tables of flowers were
much admired, showing continuous lines of gay

colours of such subjects as Gloxinias, Exacum
macranthum, Spanish Irises and Streptocarpus,


