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Carnations and Picotees.—The continued east

winds, sometimes bitterly cold, stopped us at bedding-

out, and we had a week cleaning, tying-up the

flower-stems, and surface-dressing the Carnations and

Picotees. They are looking very well this year, and

are not so early as we expected by their appearance

early in the year. All the attention they require now
is to have the flower-stems disbudded as they become

sufficiently advanced. We find a good way to

destroy greenfly, which clusters on the flower-buds, is

to have a small box of tobacco-powder, and look over

the plants with a dry camel-hair brush, dipping it in

the powder before it is used to brush off the fly. The
tree or perpetual flowering section now demands con-

siderable attention. They also must be kept quite

clear of insect pests ; they should be potted on as

they require it, and the growths must be secured to

sticks, as few plants are so easily injured by high

winds. The best place for them at present is in an

open position out-of-doors ; the pots to be plunged to

half their depth in cocoa-nut fibre refuse.

Dahlias.—As soon as the weather is favourable

the plants should be put out. It would be a mistake

to plant them during dry gusty east winds. If the

plants are like to become pot-bound, it is always

much better to re-pot them into a size larger than to

plant out too early. The ground has, of course, been

prepared long ago, and ought now to be in good con-

dition. To do the flowers well for exhibition the

plants should be at least 5 feet apart. I would again

urge the importance of putting in the stout permanent

sticks at once, and plant out against them ; the side-

sticks may be put in afterwards. Slugs are often

troublesome in the early stages of the plant's growth,

and do much damage if they are not looked after.

Earwigs should also be trapped early ; their destruc-

tion now may save much vexation by-and-bye. Look

after the slugs at night with a lamp, and trap the

earwigs in small pots on the top of the sticks. Invert

the pots, and place a little dry moss in the bottom of

them. It is a good plan to place a mulching of rotten

manure round the plants as soon as they are planted.

7. Douglas.

The Poultry Yard.
Feeding Voung Chicks.—Chicks of various

ages will now be plentiful, and good feeding, with the

mild weather now experienced, will bring them fast

forward. A free and plump growth and early

maturity is alwaysdesirable, no matter whether they are

intended for the table, laying, or showing ; chickens

which are half-starved when young never make fine

adults, and stinted rearing may show itself for years in

the stock. Cramming with all kinds of luxuries we

do not approve of, and forcing foods are to be avoided

in all fowls which are intended for stock, but giving

them as much as they will eat readily of sound whole-

some food will always be productive of much good.

Few creatures change more with the weather than

fowls. In wet dull weather the strongest of them

will go moping about and brighten up with sunshine,

and in the case of young chicks their food should be

varied accordingly. Plenty of soft food is the proper

thing in hot dry weather, but during wet periods

grain should be their chief meals. It is by having

regard to a rule like this that we often attribute the

unusual healthfulness of our young flocks. Spratt's

Patent Meal is the best of all such foods for poultry.

Three or four handfuls of it placed in a dish and

covered over with water will swell out to

three times its original size in a very few minutes,

and it should always be treated in this way

before giving it to the fowls. They may have it pure,

or it may be mixed with a little barley-meal. Soaked

bread-crusts are a good change of food, and barley-

meal is always a staple food. Oat-meal is excellent

when boiled before using, but it is rather expensive,

and should only be given occasionally to choice

stock ; ordinary Wheat and Buckwheat are, too,

good feeding grains. Indian corn is very fattening,

and not very healthy if given often and largely.

Oats are a good change from the W^heat. Until they

are a fortnight old chicks should be fed every two

hours, but afterwards the times may be reduced to

four times a day, and then to three, always giving

as much as they will eat, but never any to waste or

lie about the ground afterwards, as this will soon

give them a distaste for food, and be a great loss as

well. Giving food very early in the morning, say at

4 A.M., just now, will bring them on at a wonderful

rate. They are always inclined to be out and about

in the mornings, and consume their food more

readily then than late in the evening. When first we

took to chicken rearing, and were encouraged by gain-

ing prizes at some of the largest shows, we have fre-

quently got up at 4 A.M. to give them their first meal,

and this agreed so well with all that we cannot do

better than advise its general adoption.

Gapes in Chickens.—This is a very common

disease among young chickens. Its presence is

indicated by little coughs or sneezes. It is

said to be caused by a worm in the throat, and

whether they increase in number or size is open to

question, but if not checked they take a powerful

hold on the chickens, as they become quite weak,

droop their wings, refuse food, and ultimately die.

Dozens may be lost in this way if a sharp eye is not

kept on them. At an advanced stage we never hope

to cure, but on the first indication we have always a

certain check in putting a piece of camphor in their

drinking water. To a pint of water we add a piece

of this about the size of a hazel-nut, and it floats

about until it is all dissolved. As the water is changed

it is shifted too, and as a prevention of gapes, and

other diseases as well, this remedy is both simple and

effective.

Broody Hens.—Early in the season these are in

great demand, but now, when they are much more

plentiful and less wanted, they are regarded by many

as a nuisance. Few eggs will be placed under them

now, as the hatching season is well-nigh over, and

the best way is to put them off their sitting habit as

soon as possible. If allowed to sit for any length of

time they will soon be reduced in condition and not

lay again for a long time, but if put off at once they

will lay again very soon, and thus become profitable.

A change of run is almost a certain cure for broodi-

ness, or shutting them up with nothing to sit on for

two or three days will generally effect a cure.

Weeding Out.—In all good poultry yards this is

a practice which finds much favour during the summer

months, and that, too, before many of the youngsters

are fully grown, as it gives the superior birds more

room and avoids overcrowding, which is always to be

recommended. When quite small it can generally

be told which are most likely to be the finest in the

end, and the inferior ones should be disposed of as

soon as possible. Many will buy these at a reduced

price, or they may be penned up and fattened quickly

for killing. Prize poultry keepers are always anxious

to let the cream of their young stock have as much

room as possible, as overcrowding is injurious to the

full and perfect development of the best of the birds,

and this rule applies to all fowls.

byblccmen Sir |. Paxton and feathered bizarre Lord
Lilford, flamed bybloemen Adonisand feathered bybloemen
Lord Raglan, flamed rose Mrs. Lea and feathered rose

Fanny. Ten prizes were awarded in this class, so some
idea can be obtainedof the number of Tulip cultivators in

the neighbourhood of WaJtefield. In the class for six

breeders, Mr. R. Sharpley, who had a fine collection of

unbroken flowers, was ist with bizarres Lord Frederick

Cavendislt and Sir J. Paxton, byblo^mens George
Ilardwicke and Hardwicke's Seedling, roses Queen
of England and Mabel. 2d, Mr. T. Gill, with bizarres

John tJrook and Fancy—the last a very striking yellow

of fine shape, byblosmens Duchess of Sutherland

and Maid ol Orleans, roses Queen of England and
Catherine. 3d, Mr. J. Nettleton, Warren Gate, with

bizarres Sir. J.
Paxton and John Bright, bybloemen

seedlings and roses Mrs. Longbotlom and Mrs. Jeffery.

Eight prizes were awarded in this class. The best

three breeders, one in each class, came from Mr.
Thomas Spurr, Vicarage Street, who had bizarre John
Brook, byblcEmen Ethel Rose Longbottoni ; 2d, Mr.
R. J. Sharpley, with bizarre Dr. Hardy, bybloemen
George Hardwick, and rose Lady Grosvenor. Ten
prizes were awarded in this class.

In addition there were classes for single flowers

of each division, both feathered and flamed, and
also for breeders in each division, and of these

a large number of flowers were staged, and the
judges had a somewhat arduous task set them.
The best feathered flower was John Brook, bizarre,

from Mr. R. J. Sharpley ; the best flamed flower Lord
Denman, byblcemen, from Mr. T. Gill ; and the best

breeder John Brooks, bizarre, from Mr. T. Gill. Look-
ing over the flowers staged on this occasion, which for

variety and beauty of development were highly com-
mendable, we noticed as the best in each class ;—Flamed
bizarres, Sir J.

Paxton, Dr. Hardy, John Brook {a very

good flower indeed, of local origin), and Ajax. The best

feathered bizarres ;—Lord Lilford, shown very fine, and of

which variety there appears to be an excellent strain in the
neighbourhood of Wakefield ; George Hayward, Wal-
lace, and Everard. Flamed bybloemens :—Lord Denman,
Maid of Orleans, very showy indeed ; and Mr. Jackson,
Feathered bybloemens:—WiUison'sQueen, Bessie, Adonis,

Majestic, very fine indeed ; and Mrs. Gill. Flamed
roses :—Industry, Fanny, Minerva, and Heroine.

Feathered roses :—Mrs. Lea, Heroine, and Indu.stry.

The exhibition is thrown open free to the public, and the

money given in prizes is obtained by subscriptions from
members and from the general pubhc, and also by
means of entrance fees.

Old Stock.—If poultry keeping is to be made to

pay at all, nothing but healthy young birds must be

kept ; and all fowls, excepting some choice prize

ones, should be killed off after they become two years

old at least. Now, when plenty of young ones are

coming forward, is a good lime to kill or sell away all

the old ones. They may be kept until they cease

laying, but not a week longer, as it will be many a

day before they lay again, and then, being so old,

they would never lay sufiicient eggs to pay for their

keep. Hcn-vifc.

Scottish Horticultural Association. — The
ordinary monthly meeting of this .'Association was held

in 5, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, on Tuesday,

Jime 6, the President in the chair. Mr. W. E. Dixon,
Brandon Terrace, read a paper on the "Variegation of

Plants, " dividing his subject into two heads, viz., the nature

of variegation, and its causes. It was a subject which had
caused a great deal of discussion in scientific circles,

having received a considerable amount ol attention from
the Brussels Congress of 1864. By some it was main-
tained that it was producible by art, and had been prac-

tised in Japan for some length of time
;
while others held

that it was a disease, and was a sign of weakness in

plants. Mr. Dixon then enumerated the different forms
of variegation, and quoted at considerable length the

opinions of many men who had given this subject their

attention.

Mr. P. W. Fairgrieve, Dunkeld Gardens, exhibited a
large plant of Phormium tenax Veitchii in flower, to

which was awarded a Cultural Certificate. It was agreed
to send a special vote of thanks to the Dowager Duchess
of Athol for exhibiting such a fine plant. Messrs. Dick-

sons & Co., Edinburgh, received a Certificate for Populus
Bolleana, introduced into Germany from Tashkend ; they

also received Certificates for a show Pansy, named Pie-

sident Grieve, and a fancy Pansy, named Evelyn Bruce
;

and also exhibited Saxifraga MacNabiana, &c. Messrs.

Downie & Laird received two Certificates for two lancy

Pansies—May Tate, and Miss Maggie Morrison. Mr. A.
P.aul, Gilmore Place, received a Cultur.al Certificate for a
collection of Orchids which he exhibited, the principal one
in the collection being Odontoglossum vexillarium. Mr.
John Morrison. Stirling, exhibited a new Rhubarb,
named Stirling Castle. Mr. M. Chapman, Easter Dud-
dingstone Lodge, exhibited several hardy plants in

flower, viz., Ourisia coccinea, Spiraeas, Cypripedium
spectabile, Eurybia tomentosa, &c. Mr. Bowie, Chil-

hngham, exhibited a new Coleus, named Lord Bennett.

The Wakefield Amateur Tulip Society

:

Mav 29 and 30.—This was the forty-seventh annual

exhibition of this Society, it having been established as

far back as 1836., The show took place in the Large club-

room of the Brunswick Hotel, Borough Market, and a

series of tables occupying the middle of the room was
quite filled witli flowers. The Tulip is cultivated about

Wakefield with a great deal of enthusiasm, and the exhi-

bitors are almost mainly confined to working men and
small tradesmen, and the shoe-making class appears to

be well represented among the growers. The best pan
of six rectified Tulips was shown by Thomas Gill, Criggle-

stone—flamed bizarre Sir J. Paxton and feathered bizarre

Wallace, flamed byblcemen Lord Denman and feathered

bybloemen Majestic, flamed rose Lady Catherine Gor-

don, and feathered rose Industry ; 2d, Mr. George Gill.

I'lastmoor, with flamed bizarre Sir J. Paxton and
feathered bizarre Lord Lilford, flamed bybloemen Maid
of Orleans and feathered bybloemen Lady Denman
(which is flamed bybloemen Lord Denman in a feathered

form), flamed rose Aglaia, and feathered rose Minerva.

Mr. R. Sharpley, Silver Street, was 3d, with flamed

AcHlMENES Verschaffelti.—When one recog-

nises an old acquaintance in a new shape, the mind
naturally reflects back over a number of years,

and the changes that have taken place in plant grow-

ing are vividly brought to the recollection. How few

Achimenes are grown now-a-days compared to what
there used to be. The specimen which is the subject

of these remarks is a beautiful basket plant in the

garden of Mrs. Thornton West, Slreatham Hall,

E.xeter. It is grown globe-shape by simply filling

the basket in the usual way and inserting the tubers

in the surface of the soil to a depth of a few inches

below the rim of the basket. The rest is done by a

simple method of training, or pegging, to use a com
moner term. When the shoots are sulliciently long,

those that grow out at the sides of the basket are

trained downwards, in order to form a complete globe,

and now that the plants are in full flower it would be

hard to find a more handsome floral ornament.


